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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 079038 
ORIGIN 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SIG-03 ACDA-12 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-01 
SP-02 SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 SSM-03 
OMB-01 TRSE-00 AID-05 HA-05 /091 R 

DRAFTED BY IO/UNP:TNILES:EK 
APPROVED BY IO:CWMAYNES 
NEA:ALATHERTON 
IO:RLBARRY 

008368 280121Z/64 

O 280053Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 079038 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:PEPR, LE, US, IS 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI THREAT OF RETALIATION AGAINST FURTHER 
PLO SHELLING 

REF: BEIRUT 1652 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS NOTED REUTERS DISPATCH FROM JERUSALEM 
QUOTING ISRAEL DEFMIN WEIZMAN TO EFFECT THAT UNLESS 

PLO SHELLING OF ISRAELI POSITIONS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 
CEASES WITHIN 48 HOURS, ISRAEL WILL BE FORCED TO 
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RETALIATE. 

2. CONSEQUENCES FOR CEASE-FIRE AND UNIFIL DEPLOYMENT 
FROM RENEWED IDF OPERATIONS ARE OBVIOUS, AND DEPARTMENT 
BELIEVES WE SHOULD MAKE STRONG DEMARCHES IN DAMASCUS, 

BEIRUT AND JIDDA AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE ON MARCH 28, 

ALONG FOLLOWING LINES: 
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A) UNIFIL DEPLOYMENT INTO THE AREA SOUTH OF THE 
LITANI IS PROCEEDING AS SCHEDULED. 

B) WE REGARD UNIFIL DEPLOYMENT AS ESSENTIAL TO 

GAIN THE OBJECTIVE OF SECURING ISRAELI EVACUATION OF THE 
LEBANESE TERRITORY IT CURRENTLY OCCUPIES. 

- C) THE MAJOR THREAT WHICH WE CURRENTLY SEE TO 
THE ACHIEVEMENT OF OUR DUAL OBJECTIVES OF ISRAELI 
EVACUATION AND UNIFIL DEPLOYMENT IS CONTINUED SHELLING 
OF ISRAELI POSITIONS IN LEBANON AND SITES INSIDE 
ISRAEL FROM PLO UNITS IN TYRE AND NABATIYA. 

D) ISRAELI DEFENSE MINISTER WEIZMAN HAS THREATENED 
TO TAKE MILITARY ACTION UNLESS THIS SHELLING IS HALTED 
WITHIN 48 HOURS (EFFECTIVELY 24 HOURS FROM NOW). 

E) IT WOULD BE EXTREMELY DAMAGING TO OUR SHARED 
INTERESTS FOR THE CEASE-FIRE TO BREAK DOWN AND FOR THE 
DEPLOYMENT OF UNIFIL TO BE INTERRUPTED. INDEED, THE 
ALARMING COUNTERPOINT OF PLO SHELLING AND ISRAELI RETALI- 
ATION COULD IRREPARABLY CRIPPLE THE DEVELOPMENT OF UNIFIL 
WHICH IN TURN IS CRITICAL IN BRINGING ABOUT RAPID ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL. 
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F) WE URGE THE GOVERNMENT OF TO TAKE 

ALL STEPS WITHIN ITS POWER TO ENSURE THAT THE PLO UNITS 
IN SOUTHERN LEBANON OBSERVE A CEASE-FIRE AND HALT ALL 
OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS AGAINST ISRAELI-HELD POSITIONS OR 
ON AREAS INSIDE ISRAEL ITSELF. 

3. USUN SHOULD APPROACH FRENCH MISSION TO ALERT THEM TO 
DEMARCHE WE ARE MAKING AND URGE THAT THEY MAKE PARALLEL 
APPROACH IN KEY CAPITALS. 

4. FOR DAMASCUS IN PARTICULAR: YOU WILL HAVE TO CAST YOUR 
PRESENTATION IN SUCH A WAY AS TO AVOID GIVING THE IMPRES- 
SION THAT WE ARE RELAYING AN EXPLICIT ISRAELI THREAT. 

SINCE WEIZMAN'S REMARKS ARE IN THE PUBLIC VIEW, YOU 
COULD POINT OUT - IN MAKING THE ABOVE POINTS - THAT 

WE WILL BE URGING RESTRAINT ON THE ISRAELIS AND THE 
PROMPTEST POSSIBLE WITHDRAWAL OF THEIR FORCES. THE 
SHELLINGS, HOWEVER, CAN ONLY WORK TO DELAY WITHDRAWAL 
WE ARE URGING. 

5. FOR TEL AVIV: YOU SHOULD ALSO COUNSEL RESTRAINT 
WITH WEIZMAN AND OTHER APPROPRIATE ISRAELIS. EXPLAIN 
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TO THEM THE STRONG EFFORTS WE ARE AGAIN MAKING IN 
KEY CAPITOLS AND WITH THE FRENCH. VANCE 
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PAGE 01 STATE 079038 
ORIGIN IO-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /015 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY IO/UNP:DJMANGAN 
APPROVED BY IO:TBROWN 

015474 282257Z/66 

R 281925Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 7792 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 079038 

FOR NICHOLAS MURPHY 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 079038 ACTION DAMASCUS BEIRUT JIDDA 
TEL AVIV USMISSION USUN CAIRO AMMAN MAR 28. 

QUOTE ONFIDENTIAL STATE 079038 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS:PEPR, LE, US, IS 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI THREAT OF RETALIATION AGAINST FURTHER 
PLO SHELLING 

REF: BEIRUT 1652 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS NOTED REUTERS DISPATCH FROM JERUSALEM 
QUOTING ISRAEL DEFMIN WEIZMAN TO EFFECT THAT UNLESS 

PLO SHELLING OF ISRAELI POSITIONS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 
CEASES WITHIN 48 HOURS, ISRAEL WILL BE FORCED TO 
RETALIATE. 

2. CONSEQUENCES FOR CEASE-FIRE AND UNIFIL DEPLOYMENT 
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FROM RENEWED IDF OPERATIONS ARE OBVIOUS, AND DEPARTMENT 
BELIEVES WE SHOULD MAKE STRONG DEMARCHES IN DAMASCUS, 
BEIRUT AND JIDDA AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE ON MARCH 28, 

ALONG FOLLOWING LINES: 

A) UNIFIL DEPLOYMENT INTO THE AREA SOUTH OF THE 
LITANI IS PROCEEDING AS SCHEDULED. 

B ) WE REGARD UNIFIL DEPLOYMENT AS ESSENTIAL TO 

GAIN THE OBJECTIVE OF SECURING ISRAELI EVACUATION OF THE 

LEBANESE TERRITORY IT CURRENTLY OCCUPIES. 

- C) THE MAJOR THREAT WHICH WE CURRENTLY SEE TO 
THE ACHIEVEMENT OF OUR DUAL OBJECTIVES OF ISRAELI 
EVACUATION AND UNIFIL DEPLOYMENT IS CONTINUED SHELLING 
OF ISRAELI POSITIONS IN LEBANON AND SITES INSIDE 
ISRAEL FROM PLO UNITS IN TYRE AND NABATIYA. 

D) ISRAELI DEFENSE MINISTER WEIZMAN HAS THREATENED 
TO TAKE MILITARY ACTION UNLESS THIS SHELLING IS HALTED 
WITHIN 48 HOURS (EFFECTIVELY 24 HOURS FROM NOW). 

E) IT WOULD BE EXTREMELY DAMAGING TO OUR SHARED 
INTERESTS FOR THE CEASE-FIRE TO BREAK DOWN AND FOR THE 
DEPLOYMENT OF UNIFIL TO BE INTERRUPTED. INDEED, THE 
ALARMING COUNTERPOINT OF PLO SHELLING AND ISRAELI RETALI- 
ATION COULD IRREPARABLY CRIPPLE THE DEVELOPMENT OF UNIFIL 
WHICH IN TURN IS CRITICAL IN BRINGING ABOUT RAPID ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL. 

F) WE URGE THE GOVERNMENT OF TO TAKE 

ALL STEPS WITHIN ITS POWER TO ENSURE THAT THE PLO UNITS 
IN SOUTHERN LEBANON OBSERVE A CEASE-FIRE AND HALT ALL 
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OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS AGAINST ISRAELI-HELD POSITIONS OR 
ON AREAS INSIDE ISRAEL ITSELF. 

3. USUN SHOULD APPROACH FRENCH MISSION TO ALERT THEM TO 
DEMARCHE WE ARE MAKING AND URGE THAT THEY MAKE PARALLEL 
APPROACH IN KEY CAPITALS. 

4. FOR DAMASCUS IN PARTICULAR: YOU WILL HAVE TO CAST YOUR 
PRESENTATION IN SUCH A WAY AS TO AVOID GIVING THE IMPRES- 
SION THAT WE ARE RELAYING AN EXPLICIT ISRAELI THREAT. 

SINCE WEIZMAN'S REMARKS ARE IN THE PUBLIC VIEW, YOU 
COULD POINT OUT - IN MAKING THE ABOVE POINTS - THAT 
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WE WILL BE URGING RESTRAINT ON THE ISRAELIS AND THE 
PROMPTEST POSSIBLE WITHDRAWAL OF THEIR FORCES. THE 
SHELLINGS, HOWEVER, CAN ONLY WORK TO DELAY WITHDRAWAL 
WE ARE URGING. 

5. FOR TEL AVIV: YOU SHOULD ALSO COUNSEL RESTRAINT 
WITH WEIZMAN AND OTHER APPROPRIATE ISRAELIS. EXPLAIN 
TO THEM THE STRONG EFFORTS WE ARE AGAIN MAKING IN 
KEY CAPITOLS AND WITH HITH THE FRENCH. VANCE UNQUOTE COOPER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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